Department of Near Eastern Languages and Cultures

General Education Curriculum (GEC)

Request for Course Approval: Arabic 597.01

This course is intended to satisfy the GEC requirement for Category 5.  Capstone: Issues of the Contemporary World.

Goals:  

By drawing upon multiple disciplines, Issues of the Contemporary World coursework provides a capstone experience that helps students enrich their experiences of the increasingly global nature of the contemporary world.  

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students synthesize and apply knowledge from diverse disciplines to contemporary issues.
2. Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationships between information derived from different disciplines by interacting with students from different majors.
3. Students write about or conduct research on the contemporary world. 
Expected Learning Outcomes for NELC 597.01:

Students who successfully complete this course will have examined the modern Islamic revival movement as it is being variously experienced in three contemporary Muslim-majority societies.  In doing so students will be able to synthesize and apply knowledge from a variety of sources and disciplines, including ethnographic and cultural studies, the religious manifestos of influential Islamic revivalist thinkers, analytical articles on key figures and movements; newspaper articles with accounts from across the Muslim-majority world; documentary films, and fiction films.  Students will in addition be able to demonstrate an understanding of the relationships between information derived from different disciplines by interacting with students from different majors.  Finally, students will have a number of opportunities to write about this significant but poorly understood global phenomenon of the contemporary world.

Course Assessment Plan for NELC 597.01:

Course requirements include regular readings, 3 short essays, a final essay, discussion leading once in the quarter, presenting your final paper arguments to the class, and active class participation in every meeting.  With the essays, students will be evaluated according to their ability to critically evaluate and synthesize the knowledge from multi-disciplinary analytical articles, ethnographies, religious manifestos, and filmic representations.  With the class presentation, discussion leading, and regular participation, students will be evaluated according to their ability to formulate clear questions and arguments, and to articulate them to students of different majors and intellectual backgrounds.

NELC 597.01 will be critically assessed in order to determine how well it is meeting the general principles and specific General Learning Objectives of the Capstone category of the General Education Curriculum. Assessment will take place after the first quarter in which the course is taught and thereafter biennially.

The following procedures and indicators will be used in assessing the course:

1)  Student evaluations, both the quantitative SEI and the narrative departmental SRT

2)  Written report of class visit by peer evaluator

3)  Review of current exams and paper topics

4)  Review of course syllabi for each offering of the course by NELC’s Undergraduate Studies Committee. 

5)  Biennial assessment report to be submitted to ASC summarizing the results of the course assessment. 

Items 3-5 will be maintained on file in the Department so that the progress of the course can be monitored and evaluated across time as the course evolves and to enable the department to address any major concerns or drift from the established goals and standards.
